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4th of July Issue 
                 The True Meaning 

We must never forget the true meaning of Fourth of 

July celebrations taking place in cities and smaller towns 

across the U.S. Commonly associated with fireworks, parades, 
barbecues,  carnivals,  fairs,  picnics, concerts,  baseball 
games and family reunions but it is really, the birth day of your 
National Independence, and of commemorating the adoption 
of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring 
the nations independence from Great Britain. 
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From the Editor 

Hello everyone, 

 

        Greetings everyone! It appears that summertime is upon us. Warm & humid 
weather is here. Hope everyone is enjoying a few shows, parades and swap meets.  
 

I would like to wish all of you a happy Fourth of July 2014. This issue will 

commemorate the HCR Newsletter’s fifth year of publication. I am delighted to 

report that the HCRB Group continues to grow in Membership and new HCR’s 

are showing up at more and more car shows and parades. This is evident by the 

number of calls and E‐Mails I receive from different areas of the U.S. and 

abroad.  

There is more and more interest about the ZT5400 transmission from 

HydraQuip, primarily designed for 1500 lb Zero Turn Rider Commercial Mowers. 

This type of transmission is ideal for our applications using vertical shaft engines 

and jack shafts that most builders use. Very easy to install and offering a Hi/Low 

range of operation makes it perfect for use with  the full size builds using chain 

drive rear end applications. 

As mentioned in the last (May/June) Issue, an update on a very deserving 

group of retiree’s out in South Florida at the Pioneer RV Campground in Bowling 

Green, FL.  Most, if not all of these guys are known as “Snowbirds”. Being from 

South Louisiana, when I first heard this name, I thought Keith was speaking of 

the white cranes I see in the marshes when I go fishing, Ha!,Ha!....Boy, did I 

need correcting on that one….:)  Anyway, I received the following article from 

Keith just before he and the rest took off for home… 
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           BrownieKar HCR 

By 

Keith Banister 

Hi Lee & HCRB Members, 

I wanted to update you and the HCRB Members on the activities of the “Rusty 
Nut’s” at the Pioneer Creek Resort in Bowling Green, Florida since last we spoke. 

From the sale of the CDO we built the previous season, we were able to rebuild 
a 14’ X 24’ Shelter that hurricane Charlie destroyed. The RV resort will be able to use 
it during the summer months.  

As we rebuilt it, we had to stop working by noon because of the heat and high 
humidity, but were still able to get it done in thirty days. Although not yet wired for 
electricity, it kept us out of the sun’s rays, making it much more enjoyable to build.  
At present we run our welding machine on a one hundred foot chord and the other 
tools on shorter ones. 
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 As you may recall sending 
us the scaled measurements you 
did from a picture of a 1908 
BrownieKar (to the right) by 
MORA Automotive, for us to use 
in building during the 2013-2014 
season. We have completed the 
BrownieKar project and need to 
sell it. Asking price is $3995. In 
building the car we started with a 
66” wheelbase and the 
measurements you furnished. 
Along with that, we 
used a 6.75 B&S 
engine from a small 
mower.  

By attaching 
the frame of a rider 
mower to the frame 
we built, we were able 
to use the complete 
drive train with all the 
linkage. We also used 
components of the 
front axle along with 
the steering wheel 
and box from a club 
car golf cart. The rear 
axle was used as a jackshaft with seven inch pulleys on each side driving the fifteen 
inch Whizzer Motor Bike drive pulleys attached to twenty nine inch rear wheels. The 
headlights were made from the HCRB Group’s 1903 CDO Neverout Lamp Plans.  

Since the original BrownieKar was built to accommodate children, we built a 
bench type seat two inches wider then called for and set it back seven inches and 
three and a half inches higher. This made it more comfortable for adults. The car has 
been in three parades thus far with no problems. Another one of our members has 
turned his three wheel golf cart into a “770 Oliver”. 
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With the help of our wives we put on a hearty bean soup dinner and served 
about two hundred people. We separated the car body from the running chassis to 
display the cars details and help answer questions.  
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X-Word 

ACROSS 

1. An HCR is usually 
P _ _ E _ _ _  by some sort of engine. 

10. An early model of small auto 

DOWN 

8. THE 

11. Another word for motor. 

13. To construct. 

15. A type of fuel 

The “Rusty Nut’s” membership grew from 12 last year to 22 this year. I will let 
you know what we decide to do next season. Again Lee, THANK YOU for all your help 
and time. 

 Keith Banister 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solve the X‐Word and make a sentence 

using the words…
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Associated Reading 

By  

Lee Thevenet 

After getting the Rusty Nuts 
(preceding article) lined up on the 
BrownieKar build, I wondered if the Mora 
Company was the only car company involved 
with building cycle cars at the dawn of the 
automotive industry. After searching on the 
web about cycle cars, I came up on an ad for 
what looked like an interesting book and 
ordered it. I never would have imagined that 
there were so many different makes. Some 
models were in production for a few years 
while others would not last long at all with 
the company going bankrupt in a very short 
time.  

The book takes the reader through 
those very interesting times through the eyes 
of a young boy, much like we were in our youth discovering the fascination of the 
automobile and daydreaming of one day owning our very own.  The book is filled with 
each make of cycle car built, great pictures of each make, the companies that 
designed and built them and how each came to its demise. Once I started reading it, I 
found myself in the young lad’s shoes, experiencing at what he saw and felt. If you 
are passionate about cars as I am, once you start reading, you will not want to put it 
down…..:) 

 

Enjoy, 

Lee 
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              From the Mailbox 

 

 

A couple of weeks ago I received an E-Mail from Member Pam Bulmann about 
her and her husband’s CDO build, I responded….”Looking Great Pam! Would you like 
these pictures in the July/Aug Issue of the HCR Newsletter? & you can add a few 
words if you like”....:) 

Lee 

UPDATE: The other day, I received this from her… 

 

          A CDO IN the Making 

                                          By 

                                 Pam Bulmann 

Here is a preview or our carriage.  We are about 2 years up to this point, although she 
sat in the garage for quite a while with nothing being done.  Our mechanical 
knowledge is not so good, when we finally found a fellow who knew what to do to get 
her running, she really took off.  My husband has been working on the body now, the 
photos are from the first time we put the body on the frame.  There are a few minor 
adjustments to be made before the body will fit correctly on the frame, so back to the 
mechanic fellow.  We're hoping to have her running for our neighborhood "Heritage 
Days Parade" (September) Here is a little preview of our carriage.  We have a few 
modifications to make the mechanics fit right (move the pedals and raise the tiller), 
so she's back to the "guy". I have attached a couple of pictures for you and the other 
HCRB Members to see… 
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I got in a bit too much of a hurry 
to upholster the seat, so now 
have to alter it a bit to fit 
between the side brackets, but 
that shouldn't be any problem.  
Will wait till she comes back to 
upholster the back! 

 

Later, 

Pam Bulmann 

Oregon 

 

Hi Pam, 

On behalf of the HCRB Members and readers, thanks for 
the great pictures. There are a lot of our readers that love to see 
pictures taken during the building of a carriage. By the way Pam, 

your home being in Oregon, I feel only right to tell you and the other readers of the 
NW HCRB Chapter having their First Annual HCRB Meet. On the following page I 
have posted the flyer of where and when it will take place. Unfinished HCR’s are 
welcome at the Meet. Come Join in the fun…Lee 
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E-Mail To Mike Chambers 

While we are in the E-Mail portion of the HCRB Newsletter, Mike 
Chambers has been really busy getting things lined up for the First Annual Northwest 
HCRB Meet & asked to include the following information pertaining to the Meet so it 
would get out on the web & to all readers… 

Below is the correspondence beginning with Mikes post to the HCRB Group on June 
23, 2014 

Good Morning, 

Earl Brown, Claude Brown and myself are excited to share the information for the 
2014 NW Chapter Horseless Carriage Replicas show happening August 30, 2014. I received the 
 following letter this morning telling us that the Board of  Directors has given us a prime spot 
at the 400 plus car show in its 37th year. 

Hi Mike, 
  
           Well your club was a big hit at the car show meeting and yes we would love to have the 
Horseless Carriage Club replicas displayed at our show. We are planning on having you in the 
front of the Main Museum/Red Brick building by the Gym in the vendor area. A great spot for 
sure! We will need to make sure we are coordinated well with the parking and off‐loading of 
the vehicles in the lower lot. We will need you to come in between 7am & 8 am any vehicle 
that cannot be driving on the road. So we can get them up the lower hill and in place before 
the mass number of buses start running to move volunteers and people around. We ask that 
all vehicles be in display position by 8:30 for crowd control reasons.  
 Once you know how many vehicles and how many wristbands your club will need. Let me 
know, along with the best address is to send passes, directions and wristbands to. 
Your vehicle gets to park on site at no‐charge however each person needs to pay. Cost for 
wristbands is just $15.00 for adults and $5.00 for children 6‐17 years of age. If additional 
people want to come at the last minute you can always pay for their wristbands when they 
arrive on site. We are very excited and looking forward to having your club 
 here on site. Please don’t hesitate to contact us should you have any questions. 
 Thanks,  
 Trudy Cofchin 
 LeMay Family Collection Foundation 

 Marymount Event Center 
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Mikes re‐address to the HCRB Group Member Participants… 

 

 HCR Paticipants: 
             Everyone entering a carriage should preregister to avoid confusion on the day of the 

show. Give them your mailing address upon registration. I will be at the show by 6:00AM 

Saturday to unload and assist others. In the attachment find info on Motels offering discounts 

for Lemay Show participants. Preregister at the Motels for this big weekend…Also find Map 

and Driving directions to Lemay's in the attachment. 

There is a RV campground Majestic Mobile Manor, located at 7022 River Road East, Puyullup 

WA 98371. 

               Earl and I visited the RV park and if anyone is thinking about staying you must call to 

make reservations as early as possible this is a big three day weekend sure to draw a lot of 

campers. The phone (253) 845‐3144 or email at majesticrvpark@juno.com This park is about 

25 miles from the Lemay Event Center and is the only park available. I urge everyone to 

preregister early as possible, tell them you are with the Horseless carriage group when 

arriving at the show & someone will be able to direct you to our spot. If not pre‐registered it 

could cause you to stand in line for the payment and getting your wristband. Once registered 

please send me an email to confirm. I can be reached on show day on my cell at (206) 550‐

5890… See you on show day! 

 

 Mike Chambers 

 1904 Oldsmobile Light Delivery 

Sultan, WA NW Chapter HCR 2014 Show coordinator  
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              Re-Building the Likamobile 

                                          By 

                                 Jake Cinnamon 

Picture to the right shows the complete 
carriage before the accident.  Pictures and text 
following describes the steps to rebuild the 
carriage… 

 
 
 
 
 
 All the panels, seat and fenders 
were removed to access the 
machinery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  The boiler was removed 
 it weighs about 400 lbs. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Carriage before accident 
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 Body frame ready to be lifted and 
separated from chassis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Checking to see how bad 
 the axle is bent 
Test shows that the axle is bent 
about 1" in center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After studying the damage and  
approach to fix it, the two horseshoe 
 bands were cut off to make 
 the job easier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 
 

The inside dia of the axle tube 
was 1 1/4",a test shaft was used to 
check alignment.  

The center of the axle tube 
was pressed  using a 50 ton press  
( a little over kill but that was all I 
had)   

 The test shaft was used to 
check to see if when slid inside it 
would not bind.  

Once all is in alignment the 
two horseshoe shape bands will 
welded on again, the test shaft will be slide in to keep the tubes in line during the 
welding. This is done to prevent heat distortion.    I will take pictures of this process  
 The next item will be making a new frame, the new frame will be 20" longer than the 
old one because the carriage will become a surrey.  I will take pictures of this 
process. 
 
Jake 
 

 
 
    X-WORD Answers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Redbug build, gas powered engine 

TOON 
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Big Jims Ideas 

By 

Larry Cook 

My late friend Jim had certain ideas about the way things were to be done and 
come hell or high water you would not change his mind.  Jim collected "everything"; 
old locks, keys, wrenches, bottles, sparkplugs, buttons, if it was ever made and he 
got his hands on it, he kept it.  I would accompany him to flea markets and he would 
always look for old hand tools and he would always say "gonna hang 'em on the 
wall". Course it never happened 

I mentioned shadow boxing some of the 
items and display them at different times. Never 
even got so much as a "grunt" about that idea. 
Anyway, I had made several to hang at my place 
as just wall decor and thought well I'll give Jim 
one of these and see what he does.  Well I use a 
hot glue gun to attach the tools to the box. Jim 
DID NOT like that idea at all!!...”What if you 
needed to use the tool?”  (Like you are going to 
get an antique tool down every day or so!). So 
Jim never used the box nor displayed any of the 
stuff. 

After Jim passed away, his wife wanted 
me to help get rid of this junk or she was going 
to get rid of it. These collectables had no value 
to her except as junk, so I put some of the old 
padlocks, and different size nippers in the box 
(hot gluing them in place) and hung them on the wall on the porch of my barn. 

The other day while cooling off from doing chores in the summer heat, I heard 
something come crashing down behind me.  I looked just behind my sitting bench 
and the shadow box came off the wall, separating at the corner and the nippers 
coming unglued from the box. 
Jim did not approve, I suppose. 

I Picked up the box, fixed the corner by installing a metal corner brace with 
screws. Put the tools back on using aircraft safety wire to secure them to the 
pegboard… We shall see if Jim approves. 
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FOR SALE 

       Horseless Carriage Corp Replica 

                                            Built in Little Falls, NY 

 

I have a 1901 Olds Horseless Carriage replica for sale. 
Ready for restoration. 
Asking $6000,Or Best Offer. 
Vehicle can be shipped or picked up 
Let me know if you have any questions or need more information. 
  
Thanks 
Tony Lopez 
Livingston, NJ 

alopez9350@gmail.com  

 At the Deadline 
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In Closing 

By 
Lee Thevenet 

     
         

    My thanks to the “Rusty Nuts” for sending the E-Mail article and pictures of their 
BrownieKar replica project and also a special thanks to Ron and Pam Bulmann for sending 
their E-Mail article on their CDO replica project. Unlike Members who are just content in 
posting a few pictures in the photo section of the HCRB Group, they instead wanted to show 
their build to the world through the HCR Newsletter. This way they are viewed by everyone, 
Members and also Non Members alike. 

    I thank you for your HCR Newsletter article and pictures contributions. You are the 
folks who desire the HCR Newsletter to continue to come to the readers. It takes a very 
short time out of Members lives to sit down and write something for the HCR Newsletter as 
these Members have. An E-Mail along with a couple of pictures attached will go a long way 
in filling another issue for posting. Help support the HCR Newsletter with your contribution in 
words and pictures….:) 

 
 

                 May all of you have a Happy 4th of July, find a parade and “Let’s Roll”... 
              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


